
A mule train cro�sing the .Rohtang Pass (13,000 ft.), gateway to Lahaul-Spiti District. 

Land Of Perpetual 
' In September 1962, Spiti burst 
upon the pationa_l scerl:e with a 
tragic drama, mvotvi:q.g over 
2 000 people-men and women en­
gaged in the vital task of con­
necting this remote area with the 
rest of the country, and now 
trapped by the fickle. gods of rain 
and snow. Day by day, hour by 
hour, the countrv followed thls 
gripping battle of man against 
the elements. Finally the gods re­
lentea., perhaps out of respect for 
the grim determination or these 
men and women to live. But even this accident has been 
of some indirect benefit. Spiti is 
now known. Till recently even 
the people of Puniab were not 
much · aware of this important 
-part of their State. Thanks to the 
press, today every Indian knows 
something of Spit1. 

The . September accident has however painted Spit! in the 
wrong colours and tones - dark, 
asombre. p\Uless, forbidding. This 
is not so. Splt.1 is a land of perpe­
tual sunshine: brilliant colours 
en1 hues, inhabited bv a happy 
and simple people. 

Splti (proµnced Piti) is comple­
�lv hemmed in by -lofty moun­
tain ranges of an average height 
of 18.000 feet or more from Lahul 
1n the west, Tibet in the east, Hl­
machal Pradesh in the south an<'!­
Lacfakh in the north. The Spltl 
river rises near the Kunzam La 
at an elevation of 16.000 feet and 
flows 1n a south-easterlv direc­
tion tm it joins the Sutlefin Him­
Rchal. The average height of the 
Valley Is over 11,000 feet and all 
around are .peaks of 20,000 feet 
01 mot•e, the h.ighest being a little 
over 23,000 ft. 
Fa cin ting �ights 

BY M. S. GILL 

Spitl women have an unmmal hair style. The pigtails are h.-Id b,v a . torquoise-stU<lded clip, 'l'he tails sometimes hang as far down as the kneel!!. The tor­quoise stone on the ,orehead of this girl shows that she is un-married. 

The averape width of the val­
••ly ts a little over a mile. The 
:river bas cut a deep an!i wide bed 
down the middle of the valley by 
intense erosion and now the river­
banks are 800 to 500 feet high. 
"rhese hanks have been erod<>d tn 
a most fascinating way. Since 
there ts very little rain and the 
l!lnow melts gentlv, the ground on 
these Alopes has melted ' aw�Y 
leaving huge slahi:; suspended on ---�-­
fantastically sh.aped plllars and the great upheaval, due to whic archer.. These formations are per- the oldest deposits,, which .wer haps the most fascinating sight in at one time 20,000 ft. below th Splti, and l believe can be Reen bottom of the sea, were carrie nowhere else. , up till they appeared in places a Splti ts of great interest to eitu- higher altitudes than the most r 
oents of Geology. Volume XXXVI cen,t marine systems. 
of the Memoirs of the GeologlGal. 'Ihe geological importance survey tells the storv of the great Spit! lies in the fact that there 
pt'lmeval sea, called the Tethys, a!l almost unbroken &erfes of m 
which stretchrd over Spiti in day s tlne deposits, dating from t 
when It lay on the northern shore earliest era in which animal Ji of India. We are told th�re how Is known to have occurred on t this watPr was at first not con- e,_1rth, to. one of the latest geol 
'necterl with the Palaeozoic sea of gical periods. 
Europe, hut later. spread west� The mountaineer will find ple wards to that Cont1nen�; how the ty to challenge him in Sp floor of the sea in Sp1t1 ro e and Peaks of every shape and s fPll, the charges between hall_ow up to a hPight of 23,000 ftl. and deep water de1;>0 its being found in this area. Most are clearly uaceable. F"mally came cllmbed and .un-named. The Sp 

Sunshine 
nt�ins have two points to t'e-­mmend them. The valley ls �­the reach of the monsoons an has clear sunny weather 11 the vear around. With the open­ing vup of the valley, the base camp can be reached in a mat­ter of days frQm Manali. Spiti for those who cannot afford the big expensive expeditions of . e- . pal. It 1s for the tndiyldual motm­taineer. 

The Gompas Qr monasteries or Spiti are fascinating. Ther.e a1'e • five main ones besides a host of smaller ones. The Kye Gompa with over 200 'yellow .hat' monk •, and its location on a commanding ridge la th• most &I>ectaculai-. 
Fairi Handiwork 

The Kye monastery h�s. a rich store of books, statues and 'than­kas', many of them salvaged· from �he old , Ran,trik monastery. Its thankas are be�utiful, many of them the product of the 16th c�ntury, the last great periqd of, 'Tibetan art. The monastery . also �as a superb collection of ·heavy silk costumes and dancing masks. According to local traditions ' the oldest and the most sacred , Gompa is at Tabo, lower down I the. valle�y. It is reputed to .have I been buht by fairies. Some of the murals in this Gompa are be u­�fully executed and some flguies 
t avthe a, . remarkable resemblence 0 e AJanta frescol!I. T1oday Spiti is undergoing a rap d change. Hospitals and schools have been built 'kuhls' constructed for _ irrigationt and 

Land Of Sunshine 
Oont.tnuect from pa.a-ie '1 aol, 3 roads to connect this valley wit the rest of the State. Boys and girls are given scholarships to study in Dbarmsala and Chandi­garh. The Government is ·deter• mined to make up for the le of$ , indifference to the fate oltg! p1t1ans. 

There ts plenty for the feolo­gist, t:11,e mountaineer and the art liistor1an but what of the gion tourist with no partlg�� ent _of mind for any of these pur urts? For him there are the mountains with their ye11 ofhre, chocolate, brown and -::;,,. r ad of other tints changing with �vet! play of the sun; the fluted an s, C!)lU!Jllls and arches along 'e Spiti river like the rema�n• t ome unknown PompeU; the ompas with their treasures of art�, their dances, and their weird mu le floating down the vallev of an evening; and of course the cheerful, frlendlv and bllllplt- men and women of Spit' who live in thb fa. clnatfng but bitter land - a land where tn •p�te of men's beat efforts Nature rtJ.gnl aupreme. 




