Land Of

' In September 1962, Spiti burst
upon the national scene with a
tragic drama, involving over
2,000 people—men and women en-
gaged in the vital task of con-
necting this remote area with the
rest of the country, and now
trapped by the fickle gods of rain
and snaw. Day by da?f. hour by
hout, the country followed this
gripping battle of man against
the elements. Finally the gods re-
lented, perhaps out of respect for
the grim determination of these
men and women to live.

But even this accident has heen
of some Indirect benefit. Spiti is
now known, Till recently even
the people of Punjab were not
much - aware of this important
part of their State. Thanks to the
press, today every Indian knows
something of Spiti.

The . September accident has
however painted Spiti In the
wrong colours and tones — dark,
sombre, pitiless, forbidding. This
18 not so. Spiti is a land of perpe-
tua! sunshine, brilliant colours
end hues, inhahited hy a happy
and simple people.

Spiti (propnced Pitl) is comple-
%elvy hemmed in by dofty moun-
tain ranges of an average height
of 18.000 feet or more from Lahul
in the west, Tibet in the east. Hi-
machal Pradesh in the south and
Ladakh in the north. The Spiti
river rises near the Kunzam La
at an elevation of 16,000 feet and
flows In a south-easterly direc-
tion till it joins the Sutlej in Him-
achal. The average height of the
Valley is over 11,000 feet and all
around are peaks of 20,000 feet
o1 more, the highest being a littl
over 23,000 ft. f
Fascinating Sights

The average width of the val-
aly is a little over a mile. The
river has cut a deep and wide hed
down the middle of the valley by
intense erosion and now the river
banks are 300 to 500 feet high.
These hanks have been eroded in
a most fascinating way. Since
there is very little rain and the
enow melts gentlv, the ground on
these Sslopes has melted ' away
jeaving huge slahs suspended on
fantastically shaped pillars and
arches. These formations are per-
haps the most fascinating sight in
Spiti, and U believe can be seen
nowhere else. .

Spiti is of great Interest to stu-
dents of Geology. Volume XXXVI
of the Memolrs of the Geological,
Survey tells the story of the great
primeval sea, called the Tethys,
which stretched over Spiti in days
when it lay on the northern shore
of India. We are told there how
this water was at first not con-
‘nected with the Palaeozoic sea of
Eurgpe, but later spread west:
wards to that Continent; how the
floor of the sea ‘in Spiti roge and
fell, the changes between .hgl A
and deep Wwater depoilts
clearly traceable.
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A mule train crossing the Rohtang Pass (13,000 ft.), gateway to Lahaul—Spiti District.
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The Gompas Qr monasteries o
Spiti are fasclnatlnﬁ. There ar'e|
five main ones besides a host of
smaller ones. The Kye Gompajl!
with over 200 ‘yellow .hat’ monks,
and its location on a commanding
ridge is the mest spectacular.

Fairies’ Handiwork

L)
The Kye monastery has. a rich
stor;e of books, statues and ,'thaﬁr}: |
kag’, many of them salvaged from| '
ghe old,Rangrlk monastery. Its
thankas’ are beautiful,’ many of
::}(1\:% : vth:h pl]'odtxct of the 16th
Y, the last great perfod o |
Tibetan art. The monas?er)l,“atas |
has a superb collection of heavy | |
silk costumes and dancing masks,
According to local traditions, |
the oldest and the most sacred | ||
Gompa is at Tabo, lower down |
the valler. It is reputed to have! I
been built by fairies. Some of the| 1!
murals in this Gompa are beau-
t}llg\igy :xicutedkag]d some figures
.remarkable rese X
to the Ajanta frescos. RN
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weird music floating down the ||
vallev of an evening; and of |
course the cheerful, friendly and
simple men and women of Spit'
who live in this fascinating but
bitter land — a land where in
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