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In a case on the wall of the called it ‘Qatal Garl. I knew that to fight bravely; and it was not
museum, hung - three battle , General Sale, Brig. Bollon and  {ill he saw thaf all was lost that
Flags taken from the Sikhs by  Brig. Wheeler were likely to be  he spurred forward against the
the 50th Foot. In- another cor- buried, somewhere around -the 50th Regiment, waving his sword
ner, hung the torn and bloody  pattlefield. I asked, but. the vil~- and calling on his ‘men<to fol-
Jacket of a: British Officer, lagers denied knowledge of any low him. Some fifty of them
along.wnh the Talwar “_rhlch such graves.- On a litfle more obeyed the call, but were dri-
had killed him, In the National  probing, someone remembered ¥en back info the river, and
Army Museumn in London, three old graves in the village = Sham Singh fell dead from his
hangs the famous white coat  itself, We walked down through . horse, pierced with seven balls.
| which Lorgl Gough wore dur-  narrow lane to a ‘Havell’. Re- After the battle his servants
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o wear this, 8o that both . now lived there. In side, in a permission to ~ search for his
friend and enemy, could spot small walled enclosure, I found + body. The permission was grant-
him without g&ifficulty. Werk-  {wo graves, obviously - of high ed; and the body of the.oid

:Thexa?izvzit}eréary of the
~ Ferozeshah battle falls
. ~ " on Peel ‘21:'/' Sr s

: _~-‘;.'The 'Anglo~S-ik1i wats {veré the.

~last  campaigns fought by the
British =~ in India. These battles
were 'also the hardest, of their
long career of conguest in -ihe -
sub-continent. and:  the Sikhs.

‘perhaps one of the most diffi-

cult foes, they had encountered. .
Janywhere in the world, On: the .=
night of ‘the battle of Feroze- .
shah ' (21.12.1845)  Lord Har-'
“dinge had ‘exclaimed; that = the =
fate of the empire hung by =2
thread. After the battle of Sub-
raon (10.12.1846), General “Sir
. Harry Smith described it ‘fas

the hardest fight in his life ex-

cept  Badajoz, - Waierlos and:

New  Offeans”. The British

. Commander - in - Chief,” Tord
- Cough, spoke fhus of his erst-
. while enemy: “Policy prevented

“me publicly vecording my Sen-
timents of the splendid gallan-
try of the fallen foe — I could

. have wept to have witnessed the

fearful slaughter of so devoted
‘8 body : S

. The sanguinary -Aﬁglo-Sikh "
“¢onflict’  has some unigue fed-.

- tures, Till the . British came o
the banks of the Sutlaj, - their
wars had been won with —an
ease, which almost -showed an
Army on peace-time manoeu-
syres, At - Plasse there was
= TWardly a-casualty, and the bat-
{le was more a diplomatic one.
Yiven the relatively  difficult

Fighty against Tipw Sultan, bhad -
‘been  won: with the British
. hardly ever in sevicus danpger.
Rarely, if ever, the British had"
‘oeeasion to lose  officers, leave:

“alone  generals, In '@ battle in
Iridia, When the army therefore

" marched: from Ambala for Fe-:

rozepur it was full of braga-
‘dacecio. Young officers vied with

each ‘other, in the glories that

they would win, in the short
campaign againgt the Sikhs: The
‘enemy wag considered a- paper
tiger, The furmoil in the Sikh

- State after Mahavaja - Ranjif

" 8ingh, s had further  convinced

the British, that fheir army -

would mot stand ‘and fight.

Therefore when in the fading
‘evening - light of December 18,

1845, the army of ‘Lord Ggugh

~ marched. into' the wyillage of =
* Mudkee, they were full of pride .

and  self-confidence, A sudden

“skirmish lasting  barely two
- howrs, with the advance guard -
of -the Sikh army, left them sur-

- prised, confused and baffled.
T’h% sharp = engagement - ended
with 872 casualties amgng  the

“British. Genersl Sir Robert Sale,
the hero of Jellalabad, Briga.

diers Bolton & Wheeler, and a
host of ether senior officers lay
dead or wounded. “The Sikhs
had fought end withdrawn to
‘their main camp_in good eorder.
The British  defeloped as new
found respect  for their oppo-
nents, -

- There i 1o doubt: today among

“historians, - British® or Indian;
that had' a patriof = guided the -
- destinies of the Sikh Army, Fe-

Sikh rbatt'le ﬂag‘s'ﬂisplrayre«vl’ in a ease in the museum of
the Royal West Kents at M aidstone in Epgland,

- Dick and Brig. ,Taylor. Chillian-
wala in the 2nd Sikh War was
the last disaster for the British
in’ their Indian Wars, I
brief action they suffere ;
‘tal of 2,331 casualties. The 24fh -
Foot alone had 518 Jcasualtles———
perhaps the highest ‘ever suffer- .
~ed by a regiment in asingle ac-
fion—and was completely writ-
ten off, as a fighting unit affer
that battle. Two poinis emerge
from these figures. Firstly, the
casusities suffered
by the British Army. These are
X o impressive when
corapared as a ratio of the total
— about 20,030,

have gone down in the history of
British Army, .as their
loo. Alas! It was not to be. Shah
-Mohammed could :
the absence of the ‘Sarkar’, Be- .
traved and leaderless, ‘the Sikh
Army, still teok a heavy toll of
the British, A total of 2415
- were killed or wounded in Lord
- Gough's army. Ouf of 6,000 and
soldiers 1,600 be-
casualties,” perhaps the

TL.M. 62 Foot lost 288 men in-.

cluding 18 officers. That even<

- ing the regiment was command-
d by Sargeants: The 9th lost
70 while the . 28th 250. Thirty

- per cent of the men and the of-

. ficers of the Third Dargoons be-
-came casualties. Everyone of
-the officers on Lord Hardinge’s
personal staff. hecame

being - either  kijlled
wounded. Major

- Bolitical Officer who had: done

to bring about the

led in the very

2

force invglved ‘
men. Never = before had 5
" British suffered such’ losses in
anywhere. Secondly,
- the Jlarge number of casualties

_were among = officers, including

Sikh Wars, I am not aware of
any British General having fal-
len in battle in India. In the
Sikh Wars dozen fell!

The British have fought wars -
in every part of the world. A
and disciplined ‘people,
they have never been-known fo
abandon the: field of battle. Ta
this day therefore their histori-

Broadfoot the

conflict, was kil

; = :
once  again,
though - winning the batile, the °
British suffered  heavy casual-

ties, including the lost of Gene-
ral officers, --such as ~General .
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any  have to 'accépt and  rue
. three cages of retreat in theface =
of the Sikh Army. At Feroze- -

shah when the attack was laun-

“ ched on the affernoon of Dec~
: cember 21, HL.M.. 24th Regiment
“forming part = of 8ir Harry
Smith's Division, moved {o the
- aftack. ‘Flayed by a murderogy
fire from Sikh guns, within ge-
©  conds, it lost ‘more than 200
- men: ¥t hesitated, turned and re-

treated.

ohe Harry'Smith in his re.

port affer the batifle described:

. them as having been seized by

- “a sudden panicl. A tremendous
. argument arpse in England, for

. never before had a British Re-

giment been accused of cowar-

dice in the face of the enemy.

The Duke of Willington had
himself to defend their reputa-

British « Armhy had  taken - the
Sikh Camp, end was about fo

* have a well-earned rest, a se-
cond - Sikh Army ‘under Tej ..
‘Singh, which’ had been camping.

outside Ferozepur, appeared on
the scene. Even the bravest Bri-
fish hearts sank.. In that mo-
ment of pani¢,  Capt. Lumley

. ordered the British cavalry and -
artillery = to retreat to Feroze.
~_ pur, which they actually did.

Tej Singh of course never stay-

-ed, to complete an easy victory

aver a. desperate and . fired

- army. He deliberately retreated
“across the  Suflaj, against the
- profest of his men gnd officers, -

That is why Shah ~ Mohatumed

lamented, fhat a2 battle which

had been won, had been ulfi-

mately thrown away. . . 2

*

To the British' the withdraw-
al ordered by Lumley remains

a shameful episode, which their

historians are trying even today
to disect and explain. One more
incident is. worthy of note. In
the 2nd Sikh War at the battle
of Chillianwala (13.1.1849) the
British  Cavalry under Brig.

- Pope was attacked by Sikh Ca-

valry under Jahawar ‘Singh

Nalwa, son of the famous Hari

Singh, - As recorded by British

- Historians—ofticers who fought
“in the battle in fact—the bri-
- gade turned, and galloped back

through their own guns, which
were captuped by the Sikhs.
_ The story goes, that the Army

“chaplin pulled out his pistol,
- and tried to stop some .of the

retreating | Brifish ~ Cavalrymen.

- After the = battle, Lord Gough -
‘complimented  him. and @ said,
. that  but for the fact that he

was: a2 man of God, he would
have made him-a brevet major
on the spot! Brig. Pope died of
"Talwar wounds received in the

. battle. Tn a recent book on the-

battle  written by a Pakistani
Army Officer, it is- Tecorded,

- that Tord Geough was S0 angry
- at the cowardice of ‘Pope. and

by M. 8. GILL

" his men, that he weit and ac-

tually ‘kicked Pope's grave. To
this day, boys of the willage of
Chillianwala, keep this tradition
alive; they go and throw shoes
at the grave. In the long annals

~ of the British, these are perhaps

the only instances where their
soldiers have fturned their backs
‘on the enemy. SRR

Generally  the British have

been successful in  their wars
around the world, Rarely have

- they lost: a battle, and even

more rarely have they lost co-

“lours and guns. In the Invalides
g - in Paris, I found Flags of Scot-
fionn in the House of Lords, On
~ December 22 when the tired °

tish regiments  of the British
Army, which had' been captur-
ed WPy Napolean in Spain. The

Sikhs too had the honour of
...cap

}uring guns and flags from
the'  British:. -at Chillianwala.
Sher Singh Aftariwala had the
distinction. of capturing 6 flags

~including Queen’s Colours, and

four guns _from Tord Gough’s
army. Unfortunately,  since the
Sikhs ultimately  lost the war,
they could not retain these tro-

phies. But this fact remaing as:

an enduring proof of the valour
of  the  Siklh  soldiery. The

. achievement: is all = the more
~vorthy of ‘praise, when one -

remembers . that, as H. C,

Cook, in the latest book on the -

Sikh - wars writes: “The tragedy

for the ordinary fighting scidier =

of the Khalsa was to have to go
into. batile with a Government,
which more than half hoped for

his defeat, and- with ineffective

leaders who did ‘not believe in

“ The British Pillar at Fero-\
-zeshah in a dilapidated con-
: L_ilit‘ipn.' 2o

" One of the fv_vo' Sutlaj guns - as they are called in a museum in England.

ed so much havoe smong the
British at Ferozeshah, Six eof
these guns had been brought = ¢
as trophies after the War to =
_England. Two were given to
Lord Hardinge, who presented

them to. this museum. The &e-
cond of this pair now finds an
honoured place;,
trance foyer/.of
Army Museum, in Chelsea  in
‘West London. The otheér four
guns were given as momentoes.
fo Directors of the East India

Company, and have disappear- .

gg;-_causg T‘ghey were fighting lyations of ‘the battles ‘appear -

One might make another in-
teresting speculstion about the
Sikh Wars, They were fought
in 184G, The British Army had:
a large component
regiments recruited from the
of Northern India.
British histerians record, how
hefore the. war started,

~ Because of the nearness of the
period, it is still
search for interesting histori-
‘and documents
these wars. In my own ama-
teurish way I
this hobby., I was particularly
to trace the bactle
Flags and Guns,
have been taken from the Sikh
the victorious  Bri-
~a year's stay in
Cambridge over 1974-75, I con-
tacted numerous authorities on

have followed
the National

camps at. Ferozepur, Ludhiana
‘and Ambala, to~try and persu-
ade the Indian soldiers, not to
fight against them. They men--

- where the Sikh overture was
rejected, by their Indian mer-
‘cenarjes. Ten years later, in
1856, these same .
volted and failed. Had
“been fruely motivated by feel-
ings of nationalism they would
not have opposed the Sikhs in
1845, That was the time when
they should have joined = the
in expelling = the

museums and historical family
without suceess.
Then with more luck than ef-
fort, as often happens, I dis-
- covered what I wanted. On a
glorious summer
.motored 50 miles
London, to the small town of
- Maidstone - in the
Kent, which houses
seum of the Queen’s own Royal
West Kent Regiment. The 50th
Foot had fought through the
Sikh Wars, and as I came info
the museum, I
citement. a beautifully polished
and gleaming .Gun

. Looking . at the beautiful

probably cast by Lehna Singh
Majithia in " the Lahore Forf,. = =
1y mind went back to the fate- X
ful afternoon of December. 21,
Ferozeshah, when as.
“the Sikh gun=
fought to the
-death”. Lord ® Hardinge’s son,
who took papt in- ; :
. also wrote to his mother affer- .
that the morning had
found British and Sikh  dead,
piled - together on
Sueh was the devotion of the
artillerymen, that they
had preferred to die with their

- Continued on ﬁa-ge_ LR

. Cook™ records
‘ners literalty
year, they would perhaps have
sueceeded, for the British, with
~ could hardly have saw with ex-
disciplined Sikh Brigades,
The Sikh 'Wars being
‘most  recent, -

Singh, on display.

It was in p:erfect' condition,
and bespoke the quality of the
. Sikh artillexy, which had caus- .

paigns in India,
- excite the interest of their his-
torians. New studies and eva-

tion of the National Army
Museum, 1 traced out another
two Sikh Flags, which were
taken at the battle of Guijerat
(21.249) by the 2nd Bengal
European Regiment. A fifth
Sikh Army Flag, hangs in Lich-
field Cathedral in the Mid-
lands, Of this Cook has writ-
ten thus “against the 80th the
Sikhs were led by a man with
a large Black Flag, around
which the fiercest fighting oc-
curred. Two of the Company
Commanders were killed at this
time, but the - Black Flag was
captured by Colour Sergeant
Kirkland. The Black Flag now
hangs above the 80th Sikh War
Memorial in Lichfield Cathed-

ral”,

Interestingly, all these Flags
are secular in  design, and do
not: bear the Sikh religious
emblem nor are ‘they in the
tradifional Sikh colours i.e. blue
and yellow. As far as I can
judge they were designed by
the Europesn officers of Maha-
raja Ranjit Singh, for the new
regimeiits  raised in the Sikh
Army. Bach General produced
his own esthatic design. I had
often speculated as to whether
Sikh battle flags were also reli-
gious ones. The evidence now
confirms the secular, non reli-
gious character of the regime

‘of Maharaja Ranijit Singh.These

historical relics, lecated for the
first time, are of intense inter-
est to all patriots in this count-
ry, for they commemorate men,
who foughtl bitterly to- retain
their freedom. The Puniab Gov-
ernment has done much, to
bring back such historical relies.
I hope they will try, and bring
back at least one of the guns,
and some of the flags

On return to India. I had an
intense desire to visit the. bat-
{lefields of the Ist Sikh War,
those. of the Second now being
in Pakistan., Last winter 1 went
down to Ferozepore. and saw
the impressive memorial, which
was to ‘be inaugurated a week
later by Mr. Sanjay Gandhi.
The Memorial is situated some
distance away from the village,
on the ecanal bank. T walked
back to the village to see the
victory pillar put up by the

British. It stood forelone and -

dilapidated in swampy fields of

paddy. Unless repaired, it will

soon disappear.

At Mudkee, 10 miles- away,
stood another pillar in  some
what better conditioh among
sand dunes. Opposite i, I found
a Shaheed Guni, or memorial to
the Sikh dead. being construct-
ed by the people of the area. In
a fit of enthusiasm a Chief Mi-
nister had promised all help.
The promise and the man. have
both faded from the scene. But
the villagers still continue fo

- with a loud laugh. _

Chhota Sutlaj, the scene of the
last,r and the most bloody bat-

tenants. Unless repaired, - this

the village of Chhota Subraon,

re-enacied before my eves.

Tl s : : : = ; : ¥ : : SER = R : : e : \‘ | ing through the Research Sec-  dignitaries in s state of fotal  Sardar, conspicuous by his white

negleet, Around them were piled dress and long white
dry cotton sticks and fodder. I beard was discovered where
asked about the  third  one. the dead lay thickest. His ser-

Through a door we wentintoan-  vants placed the body on a raft
other ‘Haveli’. I looked garound, and swam with it across the
‘but found no grave. river, but it was not till the

“Where is the grave”? I  third day, that it reached Atari”

: querried. Many other true Sikhs like Sham

“There, in front of you, Sir,” ° Singh lost their lives. in this

someone replied. : battle. .

. I l%okédl hardf bgf 1oun(§ oxtﬂy
Wo builaloes, feedlng out Ol & ° ¢ chnota Sabraon, once again
raised, feeding .trough. "~ I found a modest Memorial, in
“Yes that ' is one. You are memory of this great son of
iooking, not at the feeding trough Punjab. A Gurdwara Is being
but the grave”, some one said costructed. When it will be
: ia - completed, .I do not know. But
Still mystified, I asked them  ever since the death of Sham
to explain, The owner of the Singh the people have alwavs
house came forward, grinned, come spontaneously to this vil-

As at Mudkee, in the village

and explained somewhat sheep- lage. for a festival on Febru-
ishly that this in fact was the ary 10. TS
grave, around whose raised - Under the ‘Nishan Sahib’ I

platform, he had put a brick  gng farge numbers of wooden
or two, in order to convert it ' L.oe driven info the ground. I
inti feeding frough. We - all :

UNO R SORCINg . Walsh. e asked the old priest, why? He
laughed, and I thought of poor explained: “At night, af times
General = Sale, who oW hel}fs we still hear fhe sound of bat-
feed Punjab’s buffaloes. My i the boom of cannoms and

thoughts went to, Omar Khay-  the shrieking of* dying horses,

ST : The Sikh' soldiers.come gallop-
“They say the Lion and the, ing up out~of the moon night,
Lizard keep 2 : These pegs ‘are put here by the
The Courts where Jamshyd faithful to help them to tie their
gloried and drank deep . horses. Those who are pure of
And Bahram, that great Hunter- heart, can even see the noble
the Wild Ass Sardar Sham Singh come riding
Stamps o’er- his Head, and he. by, on his horse. Sleeping in
lies fast osicep”. this little Gurdwara rcom, I have

Prom Miidkee Syrer dmotared r}qyseli seen him, standing -under :
down to the Ferozepur . bank. JOI frees. You may or may not |
of the Sutlaj,'to the village of  Delieve it, but even at the vic: |

35 ; tory Pillar set up by the Briti-
§1’_1(chey gad to1 have two Chow-
o ol tha ot Skt Wes gha kidars. One alose would not
Memorial_Pillar m‘)c} its surrou;: ::'eﬁp thterei, Pfc?‘;"se tthe ddil’.lx} of

Been e S ed R Iadlat battie at night frightene im.,
dings, are occupied by landless “On February 10 farmers
from far and near bring offer-

one tpo will soon disappear.

Standing near the Pillar I look. .ngs and milk from their’ newly

purchased buffaloes and cows,
ffzr the shrimes of Sardar Sham
and the battle of the fateful &;})r:%h.a'!r?e thghl?’:"zy?ar;i‘l have
koAt s T0L 1840 aon & gone, and e British Pillar is
February 10, 184C seemed to be ,f“‘lg;""' dov.‘vn, bu_t the memory
T thought of the rnoble SHAM - hearts op B ol hich Ol (S
Singh of whom Sir ILepel H. ‘

ed across towards the river, and

?

Griffin comments in his book It is true that a  memorial

THE. = PUNJAB CHIEFS' ° has been built at Férozeshah,
“It is said that the 'night be- but there is need even more, to

fore Sabraon, Sardar Tej Sinch build them at Mudkee and Sub-
counselled Sham Singh to fly  raon. Sardar Sham  Singh de-
with him on the first attack. of . sServes to be remembered better
th%bBritish. Sham Singh refused by his countrymen. It is also ne-
wit

_scorn. On which Tej Singh  cessary to repair and preserve
angrily said: “If you are so brave  the columns set up by the Briti-
you  had better take your oath sh, at these battlefields. Some

about it, for I believe you will . one objected 10 me, that thewp

come with me after all. “Sardar: ~ are memories of the Brifish. But
Sham Singh called for a Granth the point is slightly different.
(the Sikh seriptures), and solem- They authenticate the batilefie-"

nly swore that, should the Sikhs 1ds, which we wish to preserve

be defeated,” he would = never  History cannot he changed by

leave the trenches alive. On the . letting a Pillar fall down. At
morning of the battle, the 10th Waterloo, the mementoes of both
of February, he dressed him- Napolean and Wellington, are
self in white and having mount- preserved for posterity. We too

ed his white mare, addressed need to preserve Puniab historv.

his men, begging them, as true both for its awn people, and for

sons of the Khalsa, to die ra- the wvisiting fourist,

\




