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A RAMBLING COMPENDIUM

PORTRAIT OF A  POLITIL

CAL MURDER by H, 8,
Bhatin.  Deep & Deep Publi-
eations,  New Delhf; Pp 138
Bs 35,

‘The sleck Boeing 07 came
to & hall: The vellow Presiden-
tial flag, embussed with a BCie
mitar fluttered, outside the pis
lot’s window, Seon the = door
opered and a tall  hmndsome
and meticulously  dressed man
same down the ramp, The mo-
ment  was historic. Mr Z. A.
Bhutte had come to Indla, to
nmke peace, on behalf of  de-
teated Pakistan,

His entourage was  equally
well groomed. They were  also
all exreptionally young. I re-
member: looking at a  young
man, sitting next to the Presi-
dent, wearing a matching tie
and - handkerchief, and  sleek
buckle-shoes, T asked  Bhutio's

Military - Reeretary, who hape
pened to be standing next to
me “Who ix that young man?
Is he his Secretary?”

“No! he is Havat Mohammad
Khan Sherpso, the Minister far
Fuel and Energy,” the gentle-
man replisd,

This was tha man who was
later blown up in a bomb at-
tack st Peshawar. But at that
moment, they appeared ke the
shining faces of the Kennsdy
Administration, on the eve of
the 'New Camelot’,

In the early yeuars of his ad.’

ministration,  Bhuito perhaps
did much to pull Palistan out
of the depths it had fallen into
after the 71 war, Within the
feudnl situntion existing in Pa
kistan, he should even be cre.
dited with many reforms, But
it appears, from whatever one

* has read or heard, that things

turned sour near the end. The
rule of law is essentially  an
English concept, somewhat foe

reign even to many Furnpeans,
It §s certainly not an  Indian
bolief, It xeems that in spite of
iz Beorkley and Qxford edurcs-
tion, and his years at Lincolw’s
Inn, Bhutte slowly hut surely,
straved away from this  Eritizh
nntion, Perbhaps In hig last fow
years, he was ultimately posses-
sed, by our own sub-continens
tal code, ax lmd down in the
proverb, "Jis Kt Lathi, Us Ki
Bhains™, ‘
The whesl came full eircle in
April, when Bhutto faced the
hangan, General Zia bas ar
gued, that he introduced the

‘concept of equality before law,

and accountability,  even for
the highest in the land. Othars
eondemn  this, as s political
murder of a leader of the peo-
ple. It will take long, to . de-
cide, on the rights and wrongs
of this event, and an objective
Judgement will be possibie only
much later. For the moment,
ohe must confess to an admiras

tlon, for the tan'z courags in
adversity, and stubborn  wills
power, T am reminded of Shake
espear's  line on an  Enplish
King tew

“Nothing became him in life

ke the leaving {t° o

Bhutto’s hanging 18 bound to
inspire the  writing of nume
rous books. Al the moment,
the effort is directed towards
‘guickies’ as this one. fx. In ifs,
Tid odd papes, he has pud toge~
ther, documents such as  the
judgements of the Lahore High
Court, and the Pakistan Sup-
reme Court, slong  with  Mr
Phutto’s appeal papers, In addi-
tion, there are some rambling
chapters. an Mr Bhutto's esrly
life and carser. The book has
no eoherence, It ix sszentially
a8 compendivm. of  dovuments
and 1o that extent, it ean be of
some use to thoss, who wish
to study this svent at greater

length,
— M. 8. Gill



