By Manohar Singh Gill

On a mild September day in
1971 I motored to a small fish-
ing village on the east coast of
England. I was in search  of
Shiv Singh Johal, a ftriend of
Udham Singh, who was said to
have in his possession Udham
Singh’'s last lelters from jail I
managed lo find him ensconsed
in a neat flat by the sea with
his Norwegian wife. They were
both old though their memories
L of Udham  Singh were young
As we talked, Shiv

‘s face glowed with vivid
recollections . ol the past. He
lold me:

*“Udham Singh, popularly
known as Bawa—lor he seem-
ed somewhat  crazy to
keen on getling on in
world — was delermined
take revenge  for -the Jallian-
wala Bagh tragedy. His great
hero was Bhagat Singh and he

Id say that he was going to

itsar massacre,
Just as the great Bhagat Singh
had avenged the insult to Lald
ipat Ral. While Udham Singh
was in jail  afler the shooting
of Sir Michael O'Dwye hen-
ever I met him he worried only
about  whether his  sacrifice
would mezasure ‘up to that of
the great Bhagat Singh. He re.
peatedly ~ asked me if people
would remember him as  they
remember Bhagat Singh”
SAD THOUGHT

After luinch  Shiv Singh pro-
duced the last letters of Udham
Singh. They ‘were brief and » 1
cead . through © therm quickly
Udham  Singh's obsession ith
Bhagat  Singh was ' goite
dent “In one leiter he
that he wanled © fo0 be hanged
on March 23, the day on which
Nis hero had gone o the gal-
lows. . In another he  wanfed to
_be reassured that he too wouid
be remembered - - his st
fice. as  Bhagat
talked of death.in

1
evié

ngh s
the popul
Was poing o marry, s
Back in India, 1 often passed
p.v the: village ‘of Khatkar Ka.
an and . thought. of ‘Bhagat
Singh. I felt ‘sad that his me.
morial should be an ugiy litile
marble statuelle bearing no re-

memorial wae meant to be not

dust A memorial o Bhagat

Singh but to a family of free.

dom fighlers. the Kke of which

India haz nol séenyet.

ROMANTIC SLOGAN

Consider. ju

Bhagat Singh

Singh

with Lala Lajpat Rai,gll‘d
agitation of farmere:in the ¢
nal colonies in 1907 and it was
perhaps he who  gave the roc
mantic slogan  “Paure sambhal
ch jatth? He was: arrested and
deported to Rangoon and later
o Mandalay : in Burma ' Fram
there he gscaped  to Iran and
T.rkey and spent the life of an
e:,u)e propagating. the message’
of India’s freedom struggle.

He returned to his molherland
only in 1946, ‘after Pangit Nehru
formed the Inferim Government,
and died tragically and dramati.
eally on August. 15, 1947

Bhagat Singh's father, Sardor
Kishan Singh, .was a social re-
former,. who aided. the re
fionary movement in. the p:
days. In 1308 he founded a paf-
riotic “ group. called’ the Bharat
fata Society. In 1307 he gave a

usand rupees to Kariar Singh
Sarabha. For hix work -in
fretdom movement Sadar Kishan

wrote”

symbolism of & bride whom he

semblance to him, In fact, the

_.or three

the :

Remembering Bha;gat Singh

Singh was implicated in 42 poli-
tical trials and suffered jail and
internment, . 5
‘Sardar Arjen  Singh. Bhagat
Singh's grandfather, lived tll
1933—long enough to see a son
die, in jail, another son go int
exile and a youthful grandson
mount the galiows for the 1ove
of his motherland.

In such.a family
natural that Bhagat Singh should
tread ibe path = of revolution
His  hero was Kartar Singa
Sarabha, who was hanged in
1915 for: his “efforts to stavt 3
muting ©:in the Indian.  Army.

t was but

¥
Bhagat Singh wrote & long essay

on Sarabha and tried to emuliale
him:1n fact = Sarabha; Bhagat®
Singh* and  Udh
the three herves of the fresdom
struggle in Puniab. Each passed

He

each

i to the: others
toped to emuiate the. dee £
his (pre{;ec_‘essor;

OATH

Bhagat Singh  refusad to be

tied down by mafrimeny. and
. the needs of “earning a living.

He wrote to his father fhus o
“This 1§ ‘not ' the ‘time for
marriage. The caunity is call:

Ang me. 1 have taken an oalh to
serve the nation b

ally and monetarily.
“Moreover, . ii-is not a

thing for us

fuli  of pa m, Af

‘years . of my .

* Singh ol

new

uncle Swa

juil in 1910. Uncle Ajit Singh ¥s

living ‘the life of an exile in
foreigh countrles. You have aisn..
ed & lot in jail. 1 am only

am Singh were

following in your footsteps..
You will kindly not tie me down
it matrimony  but give yoir
blessings = that [ should be
successful in my mission.”

To another lelter from = his
father reiterating the proposal
to arrange his marriage he seni
a reply in even . stronger terms.

“1 tell you today that if My
marriage takes place in enslav-
ed <India, my bride shall oniy
be death. The barat will take
the ‘form of a funeral proces:
sion and the baratis. will be the
marlyrs for the country.”

The same symbol of & youns
revolutionary going as a groom
to marry death by
Udham Singh in- his las
2 REVENGE o
mgh's deeds are

Bhag well

T v Deceraber . 1
he and his companions sh
SBaunders ' in. revenge for ' the
death of Liala Lalpat Rai a month

* earliersIn 1929 Bhagat Singh and

Batukeshwar Dutt threw s bomb

il
& debated,  They ex-
heir reason for dois

om! a8 fiecesspry
to awaken E
dréams. We dropped the bomb
or;\,!he floor of the Assembly

. to
Zive exnression to their heart-
rendering

e

eland  from . her

hear and give the heedless a
timely warning - . .

“We bear no personal
grudge or malice against any-
one of Lh who received the
slight' injuries or against any
other persons in the Assemb-
ly. On the contrary, we re-
peat that. we hold our lives in
the s ce of humanity rather
than injure anyone else.”

For this offence they wera
senlenced fo lransportation for
life on: June 12, 1828, In Mian-
wali jail Bhagat Singh’ took
part in an epic hunger strike
of 84 days in which Jatinder
Nath Dass became a martyr.
In the meanwhile Bhagat Singh
and his companions faced a se-
cond - trial i hore, for :ihe
murder. of Saunders. When his
father iried o offer an  alibi

mounted the mallows on a siill
March  evening, confidentally,
with the slogan “ingilab zinda-
bad” on his lips,

There had been young men
before Bhagat Singh. and there
were to Dbe others afier him,
who .gave their lives for coun:

individual

the

irt_the manner in

which he did, .He remains the

beau ideal” of the Indian pes-

ple. It was sad. therefore, Lo

see the manner in which he

was commemorated in his home |
dig! t. — ‘the: shabby . statua
in his villaige and an even shab-

bler bust: in Jullundur city.
this i
.

Indian people

The: tragedy is that in
country we always look for the
Ysasta” ‘deal. Even our heroes.
the men and women because of
whom we are free today,  are |
.sought .to. be honoured on. the
cheap, This is why .in Punjab |
we have uely and unbecoming |
statues = of  national - figures
everywhere, A bepinning was..
made in undoing this wrong by
“replacing ' the statue of Kartar -
Singh Sarabha in Chaura Bazar,
Ludhiana, !

oo FAMILY HOUSFE . |

Tomorrow. an egually  im-
presive ‘statiue of the  peerless
Bhagat: Singh will be unveiled
in his cnative vi In, due
caurse copies ‘of {his statue will
be put up in Jdollundur city and
Ludhiana: In Khatkar. a2 . mu-
seum. on the life and’times of
Bhagat Singh is being seb up in
the hall &t thé memorial site.
The  museum . will. ' ins due_
course, will be . expanded.
the ares around it turned

agat Bingh's family h -
he village is still inlact and
teasonible condition. I

and walked ground the lare

«and tried (o visualise the life

“and

MMy life not :s0- precious
— at least 10 me - as

‘may probably ihink it to be

iz not at sl woerth buying

at the weost of my. prineiples,

There are comrades of mine

. whose case Is Bas serigus as

mine. We had adopted a com-

“mon policy and have so o far
. stood shoulder to  shoulder.
S0 shall we stand to the lat:
no - matter how ° dearly  we
haveé® ta pay individually = for
e E

o orix ,(dutin_zb hiz  last
days, Bhaga

st 0 ning years

_ Singh did  not
waver, 28 farsbha had not 15

 years earlier, and Udbam Singh
not ki ;e

of thiz home of 70 vears myo,
They were obvinualy a  well-
knit ‘peasant family of modest
meanss God-fearing but not af-
raid ‘of man or empirey Thic
group of peanle, this little la-.
mily, hsd challenged the might
. of the Eritish Empi & lime
when it must have seemed like

. an ant trying to fight an ele-

phant. Vet they had not been
“atraid. . Sl
‘ . GREAT MOTHER ,
What & remarkable group aof
_people!l Of them, Bhagat Singh's
mother lived long after Inde-
pendence. I was Deputy Com- .
- misslonep, Jullundur in 1957 and
. passed the village manv a Um
It never occured to me at thi
time do . and call on this
great mother. This foolish orgis-
. sion remains one of my regrets
~in life . o
it i
The setti p of a  fitting
memorial with & bronze'stalue

- tomortow in Khatkar Kalan is
a small heginning in remem-
bering Shaheed-e<Azam  Bhagat
Singh. A noliller son of . India
is yet 1o be born. { hop# that
our peorfis particularly  the
young ones. will go in
inambers to ! thiz memorial

vay their homage at his siatue.

1o learn something

rifice from the museum,

to visit the bhirthplace in

village: which should be

over and . maintsined. b

State Government.
Bhoeat Singh does not  need

our remembrance, We need his

memore more lo inspire us in

“the difficult duys ahewd.

taken
the



