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Good for a long train or air journey. The tale is interesting and amusing, and describes a
period which, thank God, can never be again.

00006

Trending

M.S. Gill €@

18 September 2006


https://www.outlookindia.com/
https://www.outlookindia.com/profile
https://www.outlookindia.com/paywall_registration/logout
https://www.facebook.com/Outlookindia
https://twitter.com/outlookindia/
http://www.instagram.com/outlookindia
https://www.youtube.com/user/OutlookMagazine
https://www.outlookindia.com/website/section/business/18/
https://www.outlookindia.com/outlookmoney/
https://www.outlookindia.com/outlooktraveller/
https://www.outlookindia.com/sports
https://www.outlookindia.com/videos
https://www.outlookindia.com/website/section/arts-entertainment/23
https://www.outlookindia.com/photos
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/section/books/24/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.outlookindia.com%2Fmagazine%2Fstory%2Fwhat-a-raja-has-to-do%2F232530?utm_source=article_sharing&utm_medium=facebook%20button
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.outlookindia.com%2Fmagazine%2Fstory%2Fwhat-a-raja-has-to-do%2F232530?utm_source=article_sharing&utm_medium=twitter%20button&text=What+A+Raja+Has+To+Do%20%20https%3A%2F%2Fwww.outlookindia.com%2Fmagazine%2Fstory%2Fwhat-a-raja-has-to-do%2F232530
https://plus.google.com/share?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.outlookindia.com%2Fmagazine%2Fstory%2Fwhat-a-raja-has-to-do%2F232530?utm_source=article_sharing&utm_medium=google%20plus%20button
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.outlookindia.com%2Fmagazine%2Fstory%2Fwhat-a-raja-has-to-do%2F232530&title=What+A+Raja+Has+To+Do&summary=Good%20for%20a%20long%20train%20or%20air%20journey.%20The%20tale%20is%20interesting%20and%20amusing,%20and%20describes%20a%20period%20which,%20thank%20God,%20can%20never%20be%20again.&source=Outlook%20India
https://web.whatsapp.com/send?text=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.outlookindia.com%2Fmagazine%2Fstory%2Fwhat-a-raja-has-to-do%2F232530?utm_source=article_sharing&utm_medium=whatsapp%20button
https://www.outlookindia.com/author/ms-gill/4041

Ride The Bullish Run Of
Cryptocurrency

Once A Jewel In India's
Football Crown, Why Poor
Organisation Has Tarnished
Durand Cup's Image

Arunachal Women's Dilemma:
Marry ‘Outsider’, Lose
Property Rights

Data Jehad? It's Not Just
Weaponry That Has Fallen
Into Taliban Hands

Separatist Call For A
‘Sovereign Kamatapur' Rises In
North Bengal

When they took over India, the British strangely allowed 600
oddballs to rule with absolute authority, and total
irresponsibility, over principalities from a few villages, to
Hyderabad and Kashmir, the size of France. Since the British
looked after their security, these rajas had nothing to do but
gorge themselves on every indulgence. Most spent years in
Europe in the flesh pots, looking for new floosies. The money
extracted from their subjects was spent without restraint on
themselves. The Raja of Kapurthala spent half his income on one
marriage, and, during his long life, a quarter of it regularly on his
European holidays lasting a year sometimes.

No wonder then that you have some of the most amazing stories
of their lives. Passion India is one more, of the Raja of Kapurthala
in the Punjab. A small principality of some hundreds of villages,
in two separate pockets, it had also been gifted a big estate in
Oudh, after the 1857 rising. The raja was the fattest of Billy
Bunters. They married him at 14, and waited for an heir with
great anxiety. The problem was copulation. A British engineer
devised a mechanical device, based on a study of elephant
doings, to help him succeed. Oh, what have we not done, in the
service of England. By 30, he had become a slim, tall man, with
four marriages. He shaved off his beard, but did sport a turban as
and when he felt like it. He mastered French, and spent most of
his time in Europe.

In 1908, he fell for a 17-year-old bar girl in Madrid. She was poor,
and he prevailed over her family. He took her to Paris, educated
her in the graces, and took her around Kapurthala on an
elephant. Harbans Kaur, his senior wife, and the other Sikh
ladies, resisted this madness. He already had four sons, some her
age. The class-conscious British refused to treat her as a
maharani.

Imagine a young Spanish girl, in lonely isolation in the Punjab,
no phones, no aeroplanes, no nothing. He supported her, but it
could not work. After a son by her, like any good raja, he drifted
to other women. His Spanish rani too got restless and fell for the
youngest foster-son. The relationship was discovered, the raja
eventually packed her back to Spain, with a good pension, where
she lived a long life in comfort. Then he started a long line of
white replacements, the last a Czech, who committed suicide
jumping from the Qutab.
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The first book on this titillating tale was published by Diwan
Jarmani Das, a Kapurthala minister, in the 1970s. Since then,
there have been more. In fact, having lost the empire,
Westerners are now mining this lucrative subject. Moro’s book is
good for a long train or air journey. The tale is interesting and
amusing, and describes a period which, thank God, can never be
again.

The funny thing is that Indians seem to love being ruled over and
bullied by rajas. Their peccadilloes do not bother them. Sardar
Patel blew them away in 1950 but I still read with amusement of
individuals, some just small zamindars, referred to in politics, as
raja of this and raja of that. What raja and what kingdom. But
what’s in a title?
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Met Gala 2021: All the Red Carpet Looks Bhupendra Patel Takes Oath As Gujarat CM
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UP Polls: 'Ram Rajya), Nationalism In Focus As AAP Kicks Off
Tiranga Yatra

Outlook Web Desk / AAP leaders Manish Sisodia and Sanjay Singh offered special prayers at the Ram
Janmabhoomi and Hanumangarhi temple in Ayodhya before kicking off the Tiranga Yatra in Faizabad.
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Pak-Trained Terror
Module Planning Serial
Blasts During Festivals
Busted, Six Held In UP

A Special Cell of Delhi Police in
collaboration with the UP ATS said
it had arrested six terrorists from
a terror module which had alleged
links to Pakistan's ISI as well as
Dawood.
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