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Last Wednesday, more than 50 years after he was a graduate

student in St Johns' College, Prime Minister Manmohan Singh

walked the Senate House lawns in a ceremonial procession
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escorted by the chancellor, the Duke of Edinburgh,

to receive an honorary degree from this 800-year-

old university. I went to Queens' College in 1967

and have been around the Cambridge pubs and

galis one way or the other. Nehru was in Trinity

College, next door to St Johns', living in Wheewells

Court. I remember asking the Trinity porters, and going across

to the corner room where he spent three years. Inside I found

two long-haired guitar players! Nehru was the first to receive the

Cambridge honour. Dr Manmohan Singh is the second from

India.

In India, chamcha vice-chancellors readily offer degrees to men

of power and influence, that too with the sanction of the chief

minister. Not so in these western universities. The Hebdomal

Council in Oxford is a very large body of all the graduates who

are alive. They decide, sometimes in angry contention, whether

an individual, howsoever high in the world of power, is fit to be

honoured. I remember Zulfi Bhutto and daughter Benazir, both

Oxford Majlis presidents, and both prime ministers later, were

refused by the Hebdomal. Even more strange, the great Margaret

Thatcher, a chemistry graduate from Oxford, was also refused.

The Hebdomal had judged them, and simply found them

wanting.

I try to visualise the frail Socratic egghead, Manmohan Singh,

with a royal length of scarlet gown trailing him, accompanied by

the tall, aristocratic, forbidding, polo and grouse moor

aficionado Duke, taking a ceremonial walk around the Grecian

Urn in the centre of the green lawn, next to the King's College

cathedral, on his way into the small Senate House to make his

speech to the first world about his concerns for the third. After

Oxford, I am sure Dr Sahib will leave history to make a

judgement on the British imperial record.
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UP Polls: 'Ram Rajya',

Nationalism In Focus As AAP

Kicks Off Tiranga Yatra

Outlook Web Desk /
AAP leaders Manish Sisodia
and Sanjay Singh offered special prayers at the Ram
Janmabhoomi and Hanumangarhi temple in
Ayodhya before kicking off the Tiranga Yatra in
Faizabad.

Pak-Trained Terror

Module Planning Serial

Blasts During Festivals

Busted, Six Held In UP

A Special Cell of Delhi Police in
collaboration with the UP ATS said
it had arrested six terrorists from
a terror module which had alleged
links to Pakistan's ISI as well as
Dawood.

Exports rise 45.8% in

August 2021

Exports rose 45.8% to touch
US$33.28 Billion in August 2021,
trade deficit widened to touch
US$13.8 billion

Mahatma Gandhi To LK

Advani To AAP; The

Appeal Of Political Yatras

Bhavna Vij-Aurora /
It started with
Mahatma Gandhi marching to
Dandi and mobilising the masses
against the colonial government.
Now every party takes the -
roadshow route to the election
ring.
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