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Rural Punjab retains its spirit and inventiveness; the Sutlej is another story
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/ \t the end of May, I undertook a joyride in the districts of

Amritsar, Ferozepur, Muktsar, Faridkot and Tarn Taran, on both
sides of the Sutlej. It was a chance to see and learn—a rare thing
these days. The hot, dry summer had set in; the wheat had been
harvested, the straw was being piled into big heaps and
plastered over with mud—a makeshift igloo. Cattlefeed for the
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year. There was a vibrancy—as only in Punjab—even in the mid-
day sun. It also happened to be a Sunday. We drove through Tarn
Taran, past my village, and on to Harike, the great Bhakra
barrage, at the confluence of the Beas and the Sutlej. This drive
through the heart of Punjab had been some time coming and I
was hungry for visual satiation. My companions, Tarn Taran-
Goindwal farmers, added spice.

I found clutches of happy Sikhs by the roadside, eager to offer
sustenance to passersby. A roadside shamiana had something
cooking and young men were hailing down and urging people to
partake. I asked, “Is it a special Guru purab?”—the Sikh calendar
affords plenty of opportunity to celebrate all year around. “No,”
they said, “this happens every Sunday.” Why? It’s a tradition in
Tarn Taran. Villagers, feeling generous after the harvest, cook a
meal for people by the roadside. Those who are fed are welcome
to leave a contribution if they should so feel, but no one is
explicitly asked.

In the small towns, I found the roads dotted with ‘marriage
palaces’ with romantic-sounding names from the UK—a
hangover of the Raj—just as the building industry around Delhi
does: Marble Arch, Kensington, Oxford and God knows what else.
Among Punjabi names, the favourites are ‘Eat Well’, ‘Naatch Le
Palaces’ We do both with vengeance.

Farmers shell out around Rs 50 lakh to build these palaces. Fully
furnished, they’re hired out for marriages at Rs 25,000-75,000 a
night. Stocked with pots and pans, one need only bring the cooks
and stores, have a quick bhangra-fuelled ceremony and clear out
for the next lot. The happy farmer is an extra guest with plenty
to eat and drink and nothing to do. Farmers with five-acre
holdings spend up to Rs 6 lakh on a wedding, those owning 10
acres spend Rs 10 lakh, others may spend Rs 15 lakh (or more).
Farmers with small holdings struggle with expenses. No wonder
the sex ratio is so skewed.

I crossed the Harike barrage and observed the coupling of the
Beas, from Kangra and Kullu, with the Sutlej, from Tibet, past
Ludhiana. My companions recount a horrifying anecdote. They
had gone out on Harike lake with a forestry officer who told
them that the fish in the Beas are fine, but those from the Sutlej
have been blinded by the pollutants flowing out of Ludhiana. The
idea of floundering, blind fish shook me. The poisoning of the
Sutlej is spreading cancer across southern Punjab and, via the
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Rajasthan canal, into Rajasthan. The industrial belt from
Ludhiana to Jalandhar is pouring waste into the pristine rivers
that give Punjab its name. Guru Nanak’s Bein is sullied by
Jalandhar’s filth. Baba Seechewal, an eco-activist of renown, is
leading a people’s morcha to block these drains and force a
sluggish administration to take action. They are in for a long
fight with the industrial lobby.

Crossing the barrage, I was bemused to find a potholed road.
While the superb highways were built by the NHAI, an indifferent
Bhakra Management Board was in charge of the one-kilometre-
long barrage. It seems this neglect is meted out to all the
barrages in Punjab because the overriding interest is the water!

In Faridkot and Ferozepur, I travelled along the great Rajasthan
canal, a ‘river of sweet water’, Punjab’s gift to that state. In the
70s and "8os, the canal had perfect brick lining and smooth
embankment roads. Now, the brick lining has bushes and small
trees breaking into it. No wonder I often read of canal bank
ruptures affecting Punjab farmers. Times, I suppose, have
changed.

Innovation is inbuilt in the Punjabi make-up. In the town of
Talwandi Bhai Ke, I found a whole bazaar of agriculture
machinery: trolleys, tractor ploughs, tillers, rice planters and
land levellers. How come? The town is full of local manufacturers
who make them just as good as big companies, at a fraction of
the cost. They copy the Chinese rice planters, hundreds of which
were brought in by the government. This helps address the
labour shortage in the countryside. China should not be
surprised if we start exporting planters to them! The intensive
vegetable farming in greenhouses here is the handiwork of
Muslim vegetable growers from UP, leasing land at attractive
rates and, with their diligence, still making a profit. There are
private schools and colleges everywhere. Excellent buildings,
which I think will ultimately impart quality education, with
competition weeding out the inefficient ones. These institutions,
again, are invariably called Oxford, Cambridge or Oxbridge.
Sadly for the Americans, no one in these parts has heard of
Harvard and Stanford.

(The writer is the Union minister for youth affairs and sports. He
was formerly Punjab’s agriculture secretary.)

&« PREVIOUS STORY NEXT STORY »
In The Deep End A Plate Of Souvlaki At Sowcarpet


https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/story/in-the-deep-end/277235/?prev
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/story/a-plate-of-souvlaki-at-sowcarpet/277237/?next

TAGS M.S. GILL SOCIETY OPINION

OUTLOOK NEWSLETTERS

Ent. AR

Tired of the unceasing, ungainly internet entertainment updates? Walk dazzling lanes and by lanes with
Outlook.

Tech in style

The right tech that defines you. Your aspirations. Your styles. Right in time.

The Smart Surfer

Stay on top of the market moves. Analysis and information for you to take smart decisions.

Ambit

Know what's behind the apparent and what doesn't show. Your journey into the myriad shades of truth
with Outlook.

The Coffer

Money market essentials, analysis and data delivered to your mailbox with precision timing.

Enter your Email SUBSCRIBE NOW

MORE FROM SOCIETY



https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/story/in-the-deep-end/277235/?prev
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/story/a-plate-of-souvlaki-at-sowcarpet/277237/?next
https://www.outlookindia.com/author/ms-gill/4041
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/section/society/25
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/subsection/opinion/5

Being Faithful

Apurva Asrani

Yadavendra Singh
Snapshots & Personal Hues
Young Talk Openly

Journey With Humsafar
The Mythical Facts

It’s Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad Race

PHOTO GALLERY



https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/story/society-news-being-faithful/303853
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/story/society-news-being-faithful/303853
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/story/society-news-apurva-asrani/302814
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/story/society-news-yadavendra-singh/302813
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/story/society-news-snapshots-personal-hues/302812
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/story/society-news-young-talk-openly/302811
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/story/society-news-journey-with-humsafar/302810
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/story/society-news-the-mythical-facts/302804
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/story/society-news-its-mad-mad-mad-mad-race/302802

Met Gala 2021: All the Red Carpet Looks Bhupendra Patel Takes Oath As Gujarat CM

MORE FROM SOCIETY

All Types All Swipes The Hammer Blows The Case For Gay Our Rights Fights
Gene

READ MORE FROM OUTLOOK

UP Polls: 'Ram Rajya,
Nationalism In Focus As AAP
Kicks Off Tiranga Yatra

Outlook Web Desk / AAP leaders Manish Sisodia
and Sanjay Singh offered special prayers at the Ram
Janmabhoomi and Hanumangarhi temple in
Ayodhya before kicking off the Tiranga Yatra in
Faizabad.



https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/story/society-news-all-types-all-swipes/302801
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/story/society-news-all-types-all-swipes/302801
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/story/society-news-the-hammer-blows/302800
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/story/society-news-the-hammer-blows/302800
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/story/society-news-the-case-for-gay-gene/302798
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/story/society-news-the-case-for-gay-gene/302798
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/story/society-news-our-rights-fights/302797
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/story/society-news-our-rights-fights/302797
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/story/india-news-why-politicians-trust-good-ol-yatra-to-reach-voters-heart/304994
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/story/india-news-why-politicians-trust-good-ol-yatra-to-reach-voters-heart/304994
https://www.outlookindia.com/photos/photoessay/met-gala-2021-all-the-red-carpet-looks/3231
https://www.outlookindia.com/photos/photoessay/met-gala-2021-all-the-red-carpet-looks/3231
https://www.outlookindia.com/photos/photoessay/bhupendra-patel-takes-oath-as-gujarat-cm/3230
https://www.outlookindia.com/photos/photoessay/bhupendra-patel-takes-oath-as-gujarat-cm/3230

California streaming.

‘Watch the Apple Event today at 10:30 PM IST

Pak-Trained Terror Apple Event: All Eyes On
Module Planning Serial iPhone 13
Blasts During Festivals Outlook Web Desk / Apple unveils

BllStGd, Six Held In UP whole new range - iPhone 13,

Watch Series 7 and
A Special Cell of Delhi Police in atch >eries /.and more

collaboration with the UP ATS said
it had arrested six terrorists from
a terror module which had alleged
links to Pakistan's ISI as well as
Dawood.

=
i fisn s

Mahatma Gandhi To LK
Advani To AAP; The
Appeal Of Political Yatras

Bhavna Vij-Aurora / It started with
Mahatma Gandhi marching to
Dandi and mobilising the masses
against the colonial government.
Now every party takes the -
roadshow route to the election
ring.

Main Stories Traveller Money Business Social Media

CURRENT ISSUE TRAVELOGUES Mutual Funds THE BIG STORY Facebook  (F)
COVER STORY WEEKEND BREAKS ~ Insurance SPECIALS

NATIONAL HOLIDAYS WITH Equity PERSPECTIVE

oT

Twitter

INTERNATIONAL Fixed Assets PIXSTORY Instagram

PHOTO FEATURES

BUSINESS Banking ENTERPRISE

HOTELS

Youtube

BOOK REVIEWS ASK STRATEGY

GUIDEBOOKS

DOCUMENTS MARKETS
ESSAYS C'EST LA VIE

EXTRACTS
INTERVIEWS
OPINIONS
PORTRAITS
PROFILES

About Us  Contact Us  Subscribe  Advertising Rates  Copyright & Disclaimer © 2020-2021 Outlook Digital

Osm Awards  Compliance  Newsscroll ~ Poshan



https://www.outlookindia.com/website/story/india-news-pakistan-trained-terror-module-with-links-to-dawoods-brother-busted-six-arrested-in-up/394606
https://www.outlookindia.com/website/story/india-news-pakistan-trained-terror-module-with-links-to-dawoods-brother-busted-six-arrested-in-up/394606
https://www.outlookindia.com/website/story/world-news-all-eyes-on-apple/394616
https://www.outlookindia.com/website/story/world-news-all-eyes-on-apple/394616
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/story/india-news-why-politicians-trust-good-ol-yatra-to-reach-voters-heart/304994
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/story/india-news-why-politicians-trust-good-ol-yatra-to-reach-voters-heart/304994
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/subsection/cover-stories/2
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/section/national/19
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/section/international/20
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/section/business/18
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/section/books/24
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/subsection/documents/110
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/subsection/essays/3
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/subsection/extracts/9
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/subsection/interviews/4
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/subsection/opinions/5
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/subsection/portraits/7
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/subsection/profiles/8
https://www.outlookindia.com/outlooktraveller/
https://www.outlookindia.com/outlooktraveller/
https://www.outlookindia.com/outlooktraveller/destinations/
https://www.outlookindia.com/outlooktraveller/destinations/photo-features/
https://www.outlookindia.com/outlooktraveller/hotels/
http://www.books.outlookindia.com/
https://www.outlookindia.com/outlookmoney/mutual-funds
https://www.outlookindia.com/outlookmoney/insurance
https://www.outlookindia.com/outlookmoney/equity
https://www.outlookindia.com/outlookmoney/fixed-assets
https://www.outlookindia.com/outlookmoney/banking
https://www.outlookindia.com/outlookmoney/asks
https://www.outlookbusiness.com/the-big-story/
https://www.outlookbusiness.com/specials/
https://www.outlookbusiness.com/perspective/
https://www.outlookbusiness.com/pixtory/
https://www.outlookbusiness.com/enterprise/
https://www.outlookbusiness.com/strategy/
https://www.outlookbusiness.com/markets/
https://www.outlookbusiness.com/cest-la-vie/
https://www.facebook.com/Outlookindia
https://twitter.com/outlookindia/
https://www.instagram.com/outlookindia
https://www.youtube.com/user/OutlookMagazine
https://www.outlookindia.com/pages/aboutus
https://www.outlookindia.com/pages/contactus
https://magazine.outlookindia.com/subscription?utm_source=outlook_menubar/
https://www.outlookindia.com/ratecard
https://www.outlookindia.com/pages/privacypolicy
http://www.osm-awards.com/
https://www.outlookindia.com/compliance.pdf
https://www.outlookindia.com/newsscroll
https://poshan.outlookindia.com/

