GREEN REVOLUTION AND
PUNJAB COOPERATIVES

is a matter of pride for the

Cooperatives of the Punjab
State that today the Chiet Mi-
nister, Mr. Parkash Singh Badal,

is inaugurating the Fertilizer fac-
tory sel up by the Markfed in
collaboraation with Deccan Sales
 Limited. The Markfed has played
a key role In bringing about the
- green revolution and in assisting
the rural population In' its econo-~
mic betterment, The green revo-
Jution Is essentfally a revolution
of inputs, As a Ford Foundation
study put it “Dr. Borla pro-
duced the seed in Maxico and
the first developing areca to pro-
duce the administrative ability
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for supplying fertilier-and water
would reap the benefits.” Punjab
has been the fortunate one to
have achieved this ecombination.
By bold sdministrative decisions
the State was able to organize its
supplies of inputs quickly and ef-
ficiently, No wonder we took a
lead over all other . States and
were the first to achieve a break
through. In this effort the Coope-
ratives in 7cncral and the Mark.
{e<l! In particular played a key
role.

The Cooperatives boldly adopt-
ed the new crop loan system and
it 1s due to this effort that the
short term credit consumption has
risen from Rs. 18.53 " crores In
1966-67 to 65.68 crorcs in 196880,

Without this credit, massive doses
of fertilizer and requirement of
water could not have becen made
available. The Markfed, on the
other hand, took over the respon-
sibility of procuring and distribut-
ing the large amounts of fertiliz«
ers needed by the farmer. It set
up over 4,000 depots In the State
and the efficlency of its  service
can be judged by the fact that the
fertilizer sale rose from 0.27 lac
tonnes In 1956 to 9.00 lac tonnes
in 1970. Fertilizer cannot go with-
out water. It was necessary to
augment the water supply of the
State. ‘In this too ~the Markfed
played a key role by distributing
diesel engines through the District

; Wholesale and Marketing Socie~

ties, Over the period 1967 to 1870

REVOLUTION IN

FERTILIZERS

By Gurcharan Singh Giani

The Punfab Marketing Fede-
ration's balanced fertllizer facto-
ry at Ludhiana, Is a big step to-
wards great revolution in the
use of fertilizers by Punjab far-
mers,

With the supplv  of fertilizer
from this unit, the Punjab far-
mer will be saved of the lot of
botheration. He will now be get-
ting complete fertflizers In gra-
nulated form fust ltke multi-vi-
tamin, This balanced fertilizer i3
a dire neccessity of the day and
many more factorles of thls type
are needed to meet  the ever-
growing demand of the country.

We congratulate the Punjab
State = Marketing Federation on
this auspicious occasion for giv-
ing us lead in the production of
complete balanced - fertlliser for
farmers. We are also contemplat-
ing to set up another factory of
this tvpe in Northern Indfa,

. help process the groundnut

30,000 diesel engines have been

distributed.

Thus it is quite evident that the
Markfed has played a vital role in
increased wheat production by
supplying the important needs of
fertilizers and water through the
credit given by the Cooperative
Banks, It is necessary to recognise

the role played by the Coopera-

tives in Punjab green revolution.
New seeds would have failed or
would have taken much long to
produce results if the Cooperativ-
es had not been ready with  all
the inputs required by the farmer.
In fact, this perhaps has been the
reason for the slow progress In
the high ylelding varicties pro-
grammes In many other States in
the country.

The Markfed has also turned
its attention to the setting up of
agro-industrics, The - Cooperative
Canneries in Jullundur will help
the production and marketing of
vegetables, The ~ Khanna Solvent
Extraction and Ghee plant
area.
One or more factories are being
set up shortly to process the grape
crop and thus stabilise Its market.
ing. Other projects such as cattle
feed, dairying, egg powder ete.
are being actively considered, It
is the aim of Markfed to ensure a
proper market and thercfore a
proper price to the farmer by set-
ting up such processing units.

Small Farmers
The Cooperatives no doubt have

played and are playing a signifi-
ticant role In the development of

this = primarily agrarian State,
There is one aspect which, how
ever, needs greater - attention

There §s an impression that = the
benefits of Cooperative Credit ete.
are going mostly to the bigger
farmers. We are now, therefore,
devoting attention to devise means
0 make these bencfits available

Contintted on Page 7,

will




i;Green Revolution And
! Punjab Cooperatives

 Continoed from page 8 col. 4
to the small farmers also. To this
end the rules and procedure of
the State Cooperative Bank and
Land Mortgage Cooperative Bank
are being revised and llberallsed
c0 as lo make the smaller man
;also eligible for = the Cooperative
lonns, It fs our desire to do this,
!mm(cu)ar!v in the Land Mortzage
Banks, €0 that with lesser gecuri-
Hy the farmer may- be able. to
avail of the facllity of buying trac-
tors, engines etc. Instructions have
already been {ssued to moke avall-
‘nblc Joans up to Rs 3,500 by the
Cooperative - Banks for engines
;wuh two simple sureties only. It
is_hoped that with this relaxation
and simplification of procedure
small farmers will be able to be-
nefit more from cooperatives.

It has also been decided to set
up small farmer’s development
agencies In the Districts of Fe
rozepur. Amritsar. Sangrur and
Patiala. Rs. 3 crores have been
provided for schemes to beneflt
farmers  having holdlniI gnrally
below 7.8 acres. It is hoped to
gradually increase the loans from
cooperatives to such farmers in
these districts - under this new
scheme. Special concessions  and
even subeldics will be given to
small tarmers for mecting their
irrigation nceds, setting up dairys
ing and pouliry societies and In
devising other schemes to Increase
their income and make them sclf.
supporting and vlable membeno(
the ‘community: &6 & Sue i

‘The Cooperatives are dclemm.
ed and anxious to increase thelr
service to the small man in: the
State. They are also anxious to
push the green revolution In a
steady upward curve. To this end
it is essential now that the far.
mer chould use combined  fertill
zer and not concentrate on nitro-
genous  fertilizer only. Experts
have told us that nitrogenous fer-
' tilizer used without the phosphate
and potach content can produce
no results, We are, therefore, an.
xious !0 promote the use of come
bined fertillzer. It Is to this end
that the factory at Ludhiana has
been set up. This factory will
produce combined granulated fer
tilizer for use by the Punianb fars |
mers, Therefore it Is an Impor.
tant link in the chain of units
being set up by the Markfed for
the service of the State of Pun-
jab,




