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‘Rs 250 cr newsprint
unit for Beas

By P. . Mohindra

CHANDIGARH, Mareh 3 ~ The
Panjab Govermnent i3 considering
# propusal for seiting up a Rs
290-crirre  hugusse-based  news-
print project st Beas o provade
direct and idwect employment to
nearly 04 persons oLihe sensi-
tive border districts of Amritsar
and Gurduspur,

A State-Government commitive
with Mr M. 8 Giil, Financud Come
mi it iDevidopmenty. as
Chairman, sad Mr Anutabh Pande,
Mananng Director of the Punjab
Agro~Industrius  Corpuarotion,  as
Cotvener, peeeatly visited Madras
1o study the techinology and viabii-
ity of the Tamil Nad sprint
and Papers, Ltd. a 300-toones per
day production mill based on the

n improves

The yuotations: Wheal desi 235
o 18 kotyan 210 1o 212 dara 200 to
2UB malda 220 1o 2384 rice basmati
TH0 to 1200 permal 260 10 330 gram
BOO Lo 3L kabdi gram 400 10 625 peas
B0 o AD0 bajea 150 Lo 130 powar 160
S0 3T mawee 1760 to 382 barley 130 1o
10 gowars 350 to 3U0 urd 440 10 518
dat 218 to 8190 husked H80 to T28
moong 480 to H15 dal 515 1o SO
husked 560 (o G20 masaor 365 o 400
ehial 430 e HOU moth 310 o 835 arhar
500 to 575 dal 68G to B5D gram dal
364 to 290,

AMRITSAR: Mash 600 to 850
monng 53 1o 550 gram dal 390 to
305 gram kobli 499 to 625 biack
375 1o 00 bacley 160 to 185 bajra
190 to 220 moize 136 (o 200 wheat
{1571 205 to 207 kalyan 208 {1562)
200 1o 208 % 190 tu 19% rice 265
1 270 basmati 800 to 1100,

Belunt high-yvield bagasse pulpimg
proscuss

Other members of the committes
include the Seeretary for Indus-
tries, Mr AL S, Chatlig, the Beeret-
ary for Bcience and Technology.
Miss Ravneet Kaur and the Manag~
g rector of the Cooperative
Bugar Mills, My Gurdev Singh

The tncstion of Beas has been
identifivd because of 113 proximity
10 the river and the avaifabiiny of
bagasse from several sugireans-
erushirng mills instatied within a
ragdius of 100 km. The projret wiil
utitize nearly four lakh tonnes of

bagusse now used in the State’s
sugar mills as boier fuel The
installed sugarcare  vrushing

capacily in 1985 1n Punjab was
approximately 13 lskh tonnes per
seastn. The residue or bagasse is o
fibrous raw mudenal effectively
v for making pewsprint, and
printing and wriling paper in Mex-
1o and Pern

Another apro-residue which is
wasted on a large-seale is rice
straw. Nearly 1,75 lakh tonnes of 1t
is burnl in factories lsading to
pollution 1n Ludhiann and other
urban arexs. The lefteover Iz burnt
by paddy-growers in their fields

Mr Psnde said here toduy that
rice straw would also be an effi-
ciend substitute f{ur bagasse sy
sugiar il boer fuel.

The propesed project will manu-
facture 300 Lonnes of newsprint or
240 tonnes nf printing and writing
paper pr day. The sugar mills, on
the basis of @ tw-up, will supply
bagasse to the project which, in
turn, will send them rice straw, as
a substitute for bagasse, as botler
fuet,

Ax a result, the growers will get

higher returm for both suguccane
and paddy because of added values
to agro-tesidues. The price of
pagasse will be Rs 5 per quintal
The rice straw will be procured for
Rs 80 per tonne. The sugsr tmlls
will also have the guarantes of
gotting steam and power from the
promoters of the project for meel.
ing their neads of process hisal

Indis i importing newsprint by
spending Rs 27 erore per annum in
{orewn exchange Quite 2 bit of
this searee exchange will be saved

Thres  major  agro-residues,
Bugasse, rice husk and nee straw-
wiuch wre abundantly svailatder in
Punjsb ~ will be effectively util-
wsed. Further, the use of wosd pulp
denved from precions fost re-
sources will be dispeased with
This, will preservie the forests and
the country’s eavironment

MTC hikes tin,
copper prices

NEW DELHI, March 4 (UN1} -
The Minerals and Metals Trudibg
Corporation  of  Indin  has
amnounced an  incresse i the
prices of copper and tin.

Price of copper was increased by
Rx 1,500 and of tin by Hs 2,009 pey
tonne. The prices of zing, fead,
nickel and antimony metal remain
unchanged,

The prive of electrolytic copper
wire bars/high grade cathodes has
herrs Dhixed at Rs 50500 and of
CONLINUORS Cast COpPer wire rosdx
st Rx 37,500,

The new selling price of tin ix Rs
1.88 lakh per tonne,

* .
Evening Rates
DELRIL, Mureh 3 (NNS) ~ Hind
Motor 30.50 Gethi Cloth 32,50 J K
Synth 74.50 Escorts 7830 Silver
tezabi 4426 stlver { 500) 4582 coins
4878 gold vitor 2950 standard 2650
grounduut oil (10 kg) 194 cottnn.
seed 0il 170 susame 217 monng 490
?’3'526 urd 440 10 515 gram 300 tn
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