Pepsico terms favourable

From The Tribune Buresu

CHANDIGARH, Feb 12 ~ The
American  mullinutional, Pepsi
Cola, has agreed to much belter
1erms than its sgreements with the
Kaviet Unien and Ching for set
up a processed fruit and v
joint venture in Punjab.

This wus announced here today
by Mr Manobar S8ingh Gill, Finan~
cinl Commissioner, Development,
at & Meet-the-Press programene at
the Chandigarh Press Clob My Gill
sawl the Pepsi's agreements with
the two Communist countries were
based cn a 1:1 export commitment.
In India’s case, the ratin was gowrgt
10 be 3:1. Mr Gill way confident
that the praposed tie-up balween
the Punjab Agro Industries Cor-

poration, the Tatas and the Pepsico
eduld bring in more thsan Ris 200
crove in fureign exchange,

in the sniginal propesal, the joint
venure prigected an export to im-
port eatio of 1 for a fveeyear
termn. Under the new commitment
the venture would export 50 per
cent of ita total annual turnover.
This was estimated to net forsign
exchange eamings of five times the
value ol total imports. In addition
the venture had agveed to extead
12 export obligation perizd to 10
years insiead of the ususl five
vears
» The composition of sxports was
also very significsnt. Current ex-
porls of protessed foods were
mainly mange pulp, pickles and

chutneys e ethnie snd soft currep-
ey markets around the world. This
venbure would put India on the
map as an exporier ol non-tradi-
tional precessed fruits and veget-
ables. Total exparts of fruit and
vegetahile concontrates from Pune
jatr would increase to over Rs 10
crore a year fropa the prosent
national aggregate of Rs 9 lakh
only {in 1984-85), Thix venture
would give India a foothold wm a
bighly comptitive world market
which was estimated to ba warth
Rs 8,000 crore annuslly today. 1f
countries like Hrazil could pene-
trate these murkets sipntffcantly,
there was no reason why Indis
could not do xo too, but this re-
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Tieup to boost farming: Gill

Contivaed from page 1 el §
quited a cnncentrated effort o
deveiop  eolumm  produrtion  to
malch mlarnations] requicemaents
of price and guality

At the preseat time, Mr il said,
India processed only 0.3 per cent of
its fouuts and vegetables compared
tn abioal S0 1o T4 per cent in
cousiries ke Brazid and Mexico.
The venture sxpected to utilise
samnk 100,000 tonnes por year of
fruit und vegetables which was the
kind of voluios teanssary G boing
about 3 substantial st towards
horticaltural  vrops,  This was
essential of the present evele of
stugnant faem velds and high ane
put costs kad 1o be broken and for
farmers to wereass the earmings
from thew forms, Earnings from
verenl £rops now avetiged some R
00 per beotsre which could rise
o Bedweesn B 15,000 and Kx 20,000
wer heetare from hortienltural
crops. The assured offtake by the
venture would aise bhelp increasg
farmper incowne through the eli-
minstion of muddlemen sod redoe-
tion of wastage

According to the ¥xport gamaat-
e gm diversification of agrieals
ture set up by the Punjab Governs
ment, there were strang reasons for
the State to reduce preossive de-
pendence on wheat and nce on
eeological eonstderations also. Thi
Twrs crop system repealed year afs
ter year for the last sbout one and a
Yalf thades onoan extensive scale
had made the agro-eco-system of
the State extiremely fragie in the
context of pests and crop diseases,
send heaith, haman heulth and the
oversl! ving envaronnent

A shift 1o horticulture would
neip balarcg the vrappang paitesn

Kisan leader
demands
power supply

From Dur Correspondent

JALANDHAR, Feb 12 ~ Mr
Mohan Siogh Jandiala, Fresident,
Punjabs Kixan Sabha, in & stotes
went dssed bere today  pressed
upon the Punjab Government and
the Punjab State Flectncity Bowr
1 sipply uninterrupled pow
1 b iathy for the next 13 4
e run hhewsdls

e Jandiata said tarmers kiew
these aas o shortage of pawer due
0 the absenee of the winter eains
but their whest and other rala
crops needed enigtion.

He alse expressad voncern oves
the nop-disbursement of the paddy
hants  annosunced in September
tust  He regretted that even the
chrques ssaed 1o farmers coold
aet be encashed  for  various
FeasS

He urged the Soverpment 1o give
adequate rehef to farmers whose
wheat crop hod been damaged last
year and  also o agriculture
lubourers who remained without
redipd

tor

Al present, just 3.9 per oeent of
i rosppead aren wos tndes
norticulture. This was fesy than &
third of the slready low ttions)
average of 6.5 per cent, 'The Bxpert
Coranitive had, therefore, ot onty
advaeated that the area under frugd
and vegetabile erops should be sub-
stontially increased te 828 per
vent by the year 2008, but had
strongly recommendmt the estab-
lishment of largescale provessing
facilities and marketing support
fer export, preforably i the pri-
vote @etor

Foreigoe collaboration was reces-
sary, argued Mr Gak, tor achieving
the gquality standards required for
internationa) markets along with
ageess i nternational markenng
There were many food processing
ventures altvady in the coualry
which were either vlosed or work-
g Far bulow wpaaity dux 1o ine
sufficient undesstanding and ae-
vess o propee markeling, Sigridic
cant amongsh suoh ventires was o
project set up some five years ago

Buffalo

Boetwers PAIC and Voltax for pro-
vessing [ruit prvducts (s Alohar
Thas project was el up with m-
digenous technoiogy with an in.
ment of Bs 4 crare, It was the
prerienes from rannng tus plant
which rande PAIC and Tatas seek
oul a suitable foreign partner
which had to the axsociation with
Pepsivo

A wery important aspect i the
divedopment of processed foods
arvd partivalarly 1o approsch inter-
pational markets in terns of price
angt quaslily, was the need for im-
proveraents in fueming practices
and the mtroduction uf pew seed
vartetien. Thic required extensyse
interaction swath famers o miros
dice new seeds and technigues 1o
rpsult in both tnereased yields and
the grosth of new varietivy of
wropy better xited Tov provessing
This wux sought 1o be achieved
thrcuel o renparech centre which
wonld be set pp ax an ntegral part

embryo

transfer

From Dur Stafl Cotrespandent

LUDHIANA: Experimenis love
been mitiated @t Puniab Agereaiig-
ral Unsversity  for noa-suanbeal
embrya teansfer mbutfolm in cois
Iaboration with Bulgaria

Thas By the first Ume that such
experiments are being cunduated
i inchis. B xperts have sugevedod iy
transtferring smnbives at the unis
voestly campus and gome villages
in Ludhiana districl, Indiu iy the
third sountry in the world where
surh expuriments have been done

The Bulganan team s hoaded by
Dr A. Alesiev, Director of s
Buflale Breeding Centre st Bhu-
men: I Karalvanoy and Mr Peler
Hadev {technivian). The PALT tean
i headed by 2 8.8 GuUl Adds-
uonal Director of Researeh ¢Anme
al Sewnees): D MBS Thwans, Head
of the Anunal Scivnces Departe
ment: and Dr Mebar Singh

Both beams hove been busy sitiee
Febroary 1, prepanng 16 dapors
and S0 recipients. The Bulgs

i ah
expurts have welected 80 bulfsiox
front the vriversity herd and those

of the Central Tnstitute of Research
w Buftales, Mabha, and farmers ol
Themunwal vitlage in Jalandhar
disirict

Dr Gall told & visiting Press party
on Thursday that 14 baflalos had
already beeo mseminated with 18
embryag. Normally the tife of o
bullalo was 1H yeurs, during which
she had sever ar eight calves undey
the  natueal  reproductive  bee
"havitur.  Howewver, throngh  the
technigue of wmiryt transfor,
herlthy buffale oy have 100 1
150 ealves.

The embryn tracsfer wobinigue
had great uportasce for fndia as
thix eruld feteh a ot of fovewn
exchange from the sale of genn
plagm, ke added

Ly Alexiey sard the Indian genr
plasm was the best ue the world
Fouiguris had an wnchange of seien-
tists with feckia, sod some syperty
uf Pl viened Hulgaria

Sevording Lo D Gall, there ave
128 misther buffalos m the world
itk nchia having GE A il
BAall hax raised s heed of 360
bntfaten known far 300 days of
fanctatm with & yield of 2300 kg
ey head Theee are about 70 buila-
tos with a lactation vistd of 3000
ey 4,000 b

Embaso  transfer has  already
Peen tresduced i cows in India
Fuour ealves were born 1o n eow at
he TARY canpus and three at the
igtions! Dy Development
Bonard campiis

CPl concern over
spurt in killings

From Qur Correapondent
AMBITSAR, Feb 12 The Lhse
et Conncit of the O hag ex~
preszed s grave coneem over the
recrnt rpurt i terciats killings in
the district and eisewhere in the

Hinte
At 3 weeting held hore posters
o, aned prosyded gver by Mr Plare

i Ul Secretary, the State
Copneil, 3t was said that roeal
arvng of the distriet had besn vir-
aaily handed over to the purey of
Thee derrorints os there wiss my pats
raifing by seeurity forees at rght.

of the projeet and which would
have aceess 1o the extensive re-
search which Pepsi bad unders
tuken woridwide to support their
men vegurements of {oats aoed
wepetatibes,

Avcording to Mr Gill. the ven-
ture also b » symbolic vatue, For
one thing, it spoke of the confi-
dence vested 10 Punjals by a lead-
ing Indian business house and a
reputed mternational fiem. The
sentare wonld alss have a benefi-
cial effect on the State's troubied
enviropment. [t would  gererats
employment for over S0 peo-
ple, of which 20,000 would e o
Punjal # would atilise the pro-
Auer uf an estimated 3,000 furmers.

A mmait hut sigrificant aspect of
the joint verture was the propesal
e manvfaciure and market soft
drink ponsentrates. Mr Gill disnus
ared the controversy surrcunding it
ax the work ol the domestie soft
drinks lobby. Meadly 74 per cent of
the venture was fruit and vegetablye
retated, To snsure that this focus
was retained, the parbmss had
Bown persuaded to lima the solt
sirink pertion of the venture to 2%
per went of total turneeer. Domes.
e xoft drinks makers were un-
necvssarily  threatened by joint
woniure.

Mr Gl said that the concentrate
for the solt drink would be entively
munulaciured within the country
by the juint venture. This was the
first time that Pepsico bad ever
wggrved to leence the manufactnre
of concenlrate in s venture whaere
it pad only @ minority sharehoid-
s Even in the rage of the Sovi
Urndon st China, the conventiate
was  eniely  anported. Biforts
wonlid e made to use indigenous
rave materials ay far us possible
and only such raw mitecials would
he nported which were not avail
alble i the countey ang whickh werg
by atlowed to be boported by
other sefl deink manulaciure

School board to
help handicapped

From Gur Correspondent

B.A8 NAGAR, Feb 12 - The
Punjualr Schoed Edocation Board
will provide fisancisl assistance o
the orthopaedically bhandicapped
students of the ninth slass of
Pungah.

According to Mr Jaswant Singh,
Secretary of the bosrd students
studying in Govermment and reds
ognised schools wnly are eligible
foy this asststance. The students
concerned have to apply slongwith
a ruedieal rertificate shawing gper
erntage of the hundicap. Thiz cer.
tificate will be izsued by the Chwid
Surgeon, Semor Medieal Officer,
Azsiztant Civil Surgeon, POMS.,
MDD, Grihopaedic Surgeon et

The students whn have already
apphied are tequited o apply
afresh on the prescribed {onms by
Februory 15, 1888
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