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NEW DELHL, Dec 20(PT1)—
The Election Commision has
urged the Centre to protuigate an
Ordinance to amend the law to
allow about 25 takh armed forces
parsonnel and diplomatic repre-
sertatives (o vole in the coming
elections to the Lok Sabha and
certain state assemblies through
“proxy” vole instead of “postal
ballot”.

In a letter to Prime Minister LK.
Gujral vesterday, the Chief Election
Commissivaer (CECY, Dr M.S. Gill
said the Commission after extensive
diseussion has unanimousty agreed
that the only effective methaoit of ens
suring full participation of the “ser-

vive voters” in the electoral exercise
was ta enable them 1o vote through
the system of proxy.

“Under this system, the service
vaters would be permitted (o authorise
any adult member of his family,
natnely his wife or any of his sons or
datsghters or father or mother, 1o voie
for tham in his native place,” Dr Gil
sabl

The CEC said inappropriate cases,
an authorised person could even con-
sult the service volet concerned
theaugh post or any telecammunica-
tion link te ascertain for whom he
wishes o vote,

While undertaking the required
smendment to the Representation of
People Act, 1951 and the Indian Penal

Code, Dr Gill said the Comemission
would appreciate if modalities 1o be
ohserved for giving the facility of
proxy voting were yet 1o be decided
and prescribed by it

Dr Gill said the wded of proxy
varing has been welcomed not only
by the defence perasonnel but by seve
eqsl major political parties like the
BIP as well,

According to him, the facility of
proxy voting was prevalent in ad-
vanced democrscies like the UK and
Franceand evarthose countries whaose
demoeratic traditions were perhaps
fess develpped than India’s, ke Al
peria.

Citing reasons why personnel of
armed farees srd para-military forces

and diplomatic and consular repre-
sentatives abroad should be given the
right of proxy voting, Dr Gill ex-
plained the logistic constraints of des-
patching postil bailots to thew tnough
theserecord offices and reeetving those
batlots back before the counting pro-
cess commenced,

“These postal ballots papers can
be despeiched to them only after the
fists of final comestams in each con-
stuency are prepared after the Jast
date of withdrawal of candidature,
andd the penod avaifable for their dey-
galch aad receipt back has now been
curtaled following reduction of 1he
minimum campaign period from 20
to 14 days by recent amendment of the
fawe "

Dr Gitl said hardly 1010 15 per
cem of postal ballots reached the re-
turning afficers in time, even when a
comparatively larger interval was
available for the purpose before the
recend redoction of camgpraign period.

The CEC said "thus, the facility to
service volers (o vole by post remaing
only a facility on paper,,.that seems
to be the reason even for theitlethargy
in getting thamselves enrolled”,

The letter said the British High
Commissioner in India, Sir David
Gore-Hooth, had Wid Dr Gill that he
hid cast his ballot durng the recent
general elections

The iniative in this regard had
heen taken by Dr Gill in the last ong
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year and the Commission discussed
the issue with the then Chief of Army
Staff, Gen Shankar Roychowdhury,
and vther authorities.

A Joint working group, compris-
ing representatives of the armed forces
and the Commission, had been set up.

Of the 25 Iakh armed forces pes-
sonel and other service voters, anly
ahout 40.000 had managed 1o exer-
gise their franchise during the 1996
general elections.

"Thus the mast disciplined and
devoted sections of pur electorate are
being denied ppportunity to parici-
pate in eloctoral exercises whichelect
the government of the day”, the CEC
sl



