Gill for removal of lacunae in poll law

_ Tribune News Service
. CHANDIGARH, March 26
Cenain lacunae in the limit on poll
expenditure of candidates make a
muekery of the whole s md Dr
Manohar Singh Gill, th
tem €
11

here today.

The Blection Commission buas
written W the Prime Minisiars in the
past that Section 77 of tie People’s
Representation Act hada “backdoor”.
e says that the money that conld be
speat on o candidate from the politic
wal partes funds and by his friends
was unitmited. Thus as a candidatee
can show that his party has been spend

tng money, the whele exercise of con-
trob on expendiure proves futile,
The foophele his alsa hean taken
notice off by the Suprere Court and
is a the top of the agends of (he
Election Commission 1o be submit-
tead 1o the Prime Minister, Dr Gill
said
Answerng aguestion on a former
speaker My PLA. Sangma’s sugges-
fion that the power to ymplement the
fdefection law should be given 1o
W D Gl osaid i Partiament
s “all that ) cun say is that the
ne pnplemented without any
Y helaw needs rezolute’ nples
mentation, which antil now has je~
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The clouding of the politcal see-
naris e to ‘tacdy implementation of
the ardi-deleeton taw is well known,
he said. Patlisunent i the past had
given pawess ades various sections
to she B, particularly Sections 8 and
10-A, Lnder puwers issued 1o deal
with cases of irregutarities of sandi-
dites by seeking veles in the name of
religion a! cete, the BC has barred
¢ anidishates fromeantesting for
Very few peaple are aware
", he said

several ¢
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The existing provisions of the
Penple's Repraseatation Act deahing
with enmmal clements o elections
peads o he “tightened, simplified and
strengthened”. Sectinn & of the act
speesliex that cenain offences in which
vens get a first stage conviclion of
bifence 1o the Tevel as specified, you
are disquatisied from contesting for
six yeurs, The provistons ars clearly
spett put in (hree clauses. The BC has
ateeady wade proposals i this re-
goredd. Dr Gill said

“People are worried about the
criminal slemants in politics. Even
the press amd commissiun is, 1s for
the govermment to decide whatts tobe
done. The pressure has wo be keptup”,
D¢ Gill said.

The CEC said eriminabisation wis
largely anarea-speeific problem. Had
it heen rampant throughout India the
efection resulits would have bieen 'dif-
ferent, Such practices ars more preva-
fent in a fow states, which I would not
like to name, where there is low bt
erucy, listle economic progres
negligible social engineering”,

Respording to his staters
ing the electons that he was satisfied
willy the clections despite reports of
Dre Gl said he did not de-
y form of vielence inacivilised
socicty. "All that | was saying was
while there were 273 deaths in {991
there were only 63 this year. Of the
total, 3% ched v attacks by social
outfits in Kihur, Orissa and Andhes
Peadesh, These incidents are more
closely related 1o the question of so-
chal justive than 1w clections and are
for the pohtical parties o address.
Qne must also appreciate the fact that
electinns in most parts of the country
were peacelul,” he said,

Fostal hallois as provided for in
the. arigingl taw for the Army and
paramilitary forees, bad faifed. These

m

two segments constitute ahout 15-20
lakh vaters, and are the wnst patriotic
but sadly cannot vote due to existing
toopholes, Dr Gill smd. He 2aid be
had had discussions with the Army
chief on allewinp defence personnel
to send authority letters in the name of
their sons, wives, mothers ar fathers
trcast their vote on their behall, How.
ever, this is only possible with a come
prehensive changs in the baw,

Answering a question on if the
masses were geting disillusioned with
Trequent poils, D Gill said the turnout
suggested otherwise. A study revealad
that the on an average there was a
polling of 5% par vent i the partia-
mentary elections For the pag S0 years
This year i was 62,2 per cent,

The election procedure of India is
amang the mostdetailed in the warid,
e said. "The commission has discus-
shns with political pariesinthe light
of pasi expenienve and sugpestions
for improvement are made i
to time, he sdded.

Whea questioned about alteged
irregularities in Faridkot and othet
plices, D Gul said: “This is not the
forum For discussing individual cases
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From Our Correspondent

PANCHKULA, Muarch 26 —
There has been anoverwhe lning nash
for memberstng of Gymkhana Club
as the state goes "wet” from April 1.
Appitcations for new membership bad
Beent lukewirn throughont the "pro-
Inbinon” penod.

The managers of the Gymkhana
Club, Mr 8.L. Bamotra suid after the
government's decision to L prohitn-
tron aver TOO spplication forms tor
membership had been soid,

He said in the new membarship
drive, which 1s on bl March 31, over
200 members have been enrotied so
far. The menmshership fec for dilferent
categories of members has been hiked
between Rs S0 and Rs 5000, Locils
hotels which bad to close their bars in
the wake of prolibition b years ago
are now refurbishing them with hote-
liers hopeful of making up for losses
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